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Australia’s Federation 

24 October 2014 



Sir Henry Parkes GCMG 
27 May 1815 – 27 April 1896 

 

Born:  Canley, Warwickshire, United Kingdom 
Died:  ‘Kenilworth’, Annandale, New South Wales  

Aged 80 years and 11 months 
 

The youngest of seven children 
Thrice married -  Clarinda (1836), Eleanor (1889) & Julia (1895) 

Seventeen children, 6 of whom pre-deceased him 

 
 

“From the time my father left Stoneleigh,  

I might date the commence of suffering and hardship which soon  

resulted in bleak and lasting destitution.  ...  and I,  

not quite ten years of age, went to work at a rope manufactory 
for fourpence pr day”.  

 

Henry Parkes (1844) Letter to Lord Leigh 

 
 “... though not rich or versatile, his personality was massive,  

durable and imposing, resting upon elementary qualities of  

human nature elevated by a strong mind.   

He was cast in the mould of a great man and  

though he suffered from numerous pettinesses, spites and failings,  

he was in himself a large-brained self-educated Titan  

whose natural field was found in Parliament   

and whose resources of character and intellect enabled him 

in his later years to overshadow all his contemporaries” 
 

Alfred Deakin (1944) The Federal Story 
 

“Uneducated, bankrupt and depressive,  

Henry Parkes nonetheless steered a fractious country 

to nationhood, championed women’s rights, established  

secular state education and set a standard for honest governance 

that his successors, particularly in New South Wales, 

have proved incapable of emulating” 
 

   Geoffrey Robertson in Stephen Dando-Collins (2013)  
                        Sir Henry Parkes: The Australian Colossus 

 Sir Henry Parkes GCMG 
ON FEDERATION 

 

Tenterfield Oration – 24 October 1889 
Crimson Thread speech – 6 February 1890 
One people, One destiny – 13 June 1891 

 
 

“Father of Federation” 
 

“... but in spite of these efforts, nothing was done.   

Statesmen saw the need for union; but the people of each colony,  

intent on their local affairs,  

were indifferent to the larger questions.   

It was Sir Henry Parkes who first caught the imagination 

of the Australian people” 
 

Robert Garran ‘Australian Union’ in (1901)  
Souvenir of the Inauguration of the Australian Commonwealth 

 
 

“Not to beat around the bush, let us name the undoubted Fathers, ....    

We must first include Parkes.  

There can be various explanation of his actions in 1889,  

but the more closely one examines the events of that year, the more certain it is  

that there would have been no 1891 Constitution but for his initiative,  

and his refusal to accept rebuffs.   

He was no technical Constitution-maker, but his  

Resolutions of 1890 and 1891  

set the process of gestation going.   

The name ‘Commonwealth’ was his ...” 
 

J.A. La Nauze (1968) ‘Who are the Fathers?’ in Historical Studies 
Reprinted in Irving and MacIntyre (2001) No Ordinary Act 



Various speeches delivered in 1889 & 1890 
& published by Henry Parkes in 1890  

from the transcripts of newspaper reports. 

 
Original transcript of Parkes’ Tenterfield Oration 

Sydney Morning Herald, 25 October 1889, p8 
‘SIR HENRY PARKES AT TENTERFIELD 

BANQUET TO THE PREMIER. 
A BRILLIANT RECEPTION’ 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/13746899 

 
Now also 

 http://www.foundation1901.org.au  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/13746899
http://www.foundation1901.org.au/






 Sir Henry Parkes GCMG 
Bicentenary 
1815 – 2015 

 
‘In Henry’s footsteps’ tour 

Warwickshire & Coventry, United Kingdom 
January 2015 

 

Republication of Henry Parkes’ major works 
May 2015 

 

‘Who’s Henry?’ competition 
May 2015 

(subject to funding) 
 

Register Of Federation Statesmen 
Capturing the knowledge of Australia’s 

High Court Judges, Governors and Governors-General,  
Premiers & Prime Ministers 

October 2015 ongoing 
 

Inaugural 
Federation Week 

19 – 25 October 2015 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 



www.foundation1901.org.au 

https://twitter.com/Foundation1901
https://www.facebook.com/Foundation1901

